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“But she could hardly 
persuade herself that the 
quietness of her present  
life was the happiness of 
her dreams.”
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“...Charles made no pretences. He called her ‘my 
wife’, addressed her affectionately, looked for her every-
where, and frequently led her out…...away among the 
trees, putting his arm round her waist, leaning over her 
as they walked…” 
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In the nineteenth century St Newlyn East was a thriving mining community, 

with five mines producing lead, iron and copper. This bustling village where 

merchants, tailors and dressmakers lived and worked had a popular carnival 

that took place every year. Across the parish many fashionable manors were 

built with Trerice and Coswarth sporting beautiful grounds and good hunting 

land for resident and travelling nobles. 

‘St Newlyn East is approximately five miles from Newquay…the 

parish takes its name from an ancient Celtic saint, St Newlyna 

or Newlina. Tradition has it that she was a British Princess from 

Ireland who walked to the place where the church now stands 

when she landed at Holywell Bay.’

Our Madame Bovary shoot took place at the beautiful shepherd’s house in St 

Newlyn East which was built between 1817/18 for Sir Christopher Hawkins 

manager John Giddy. This Grade II manor was resplendently restored by new 

owners Emma and Paul and is fittingly named Treseren - meaning “home-

stead under the stars”. Now a beautiful intimate wedding venue for brides 

and grooms and up to twenty guests, Treseren is intensely atmospheric with 

a serene beauty of its own making. It was a joy and privilege to shoot this re 

invention of Emma and Charles Bovary’s moving love story at this beautiful 

house. So many moments of captivating images took place and it really was a 

task to choose the best for our narrative to come to life. A very special thank 

you to Emma and Paul (and Guests) for making us so warmly welcome and 

for understanding Dekko’s unique approach to reiterating one of the greatest 

literary creations of our time.
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Madame Bovary, an anecdote about a woman’s desire for beautiful things and 

beautiful experiences was written in 1856-7. The author Gustave Flaubert 

was not prepared to write yet another tale of intrigue into the games within soci-

ety that titillated many female readers but to write of consequence - the distinct 

reality of where desire leads. Do we feel contempt or compassion for Flaubert’s 

characters, especially Emma Bovary who is trapped in her new life? Our narrator 

had a distinct disgust for everything around him bourgeois and whilst he insisted 

that his characters were completely commonplace and living in an age of escapism 

and stupidity, he himself was born in the age of Romanticism and died in the time 

of Enlightenment and discovery. The attempt to merge these realms of idealism 

and objectification was evidently futile as industry and capitalism was on the rise. 

For the world of women in 19th century Europe the cusp of political power and 

enlightenment was still beyond reach. Education remained in refining the female 

self artistically and morally, yet Emma Bovary does not think in virtuous femi-

nine ways. Flaubert only allows her to be framed by beautiful things – nature and 

materialistic objects reinforcing her aura. The twist of narrative that challenges 

shows us that beautiful things are not necessarily good, and Emma wants things, 

including people to make her feel good, to make her feel something. We become 

so emotionally involved with the text as we admire her greed and materialism, 

her wants mentally and physically consume us as much as Emma is consumed 

by them. The outcome is not admirable, and Flaubert disrupts a happy ending by 

making Emma pay far more than the money she does not have for her reckless 

perseverance in beautiful objects and passion filled trysts.  He does however show 

pity for her naivety, her innocent and refusal to except the pious fortitude of a 

long-suffering marriage. Her destiny was never in another’s hands, only her own 

and in that we see how human she is, a modern take on selfishness and how by 

realizing ones mistakes she is glorified, her life a lesson for us all in our endless 

quest to experience more and to acquire greater things. Ultimately Flaubert ad-

dresses the price of our dreams and what they are worth. 
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Blah
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Click image below for short  film
     ‘Madame Bovary at Treseren’

https://youtu.be/NalbhuAJBXk
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“He was savouring for the first  
time the inexpressible delight  of 
feminine elegance. Never had he 
known such grace of language, 
such quiet taste in dress, such 
languid drowsy-dove postures. He 
marveled at the elevation of her 
soul and the lace of her petticoat…
was she not  a lady of style...…” 
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“She tried to picture herself the things that might  have 
been...living in a town, amid the noise of the streets, the 
hum of the theatre crowd, the bright  lights of the ballroom 
– the sort  of life that opens the heart  and senses like 
flowers in bloom. “
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intermission
“From that moment  her existence became 
nothing but a tissue of lies, in which 
she hid her love from view.” 
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“Some reaction of her whole being...was driv-
ing her to hurl herself more eagerly upon the 
good things of life. She was growing irritable, 
greedy, voluptuous. She walked through the 
streets with him, her head held high, una-
fraid, she said, of compromising herself.”
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“She was becoming part  of her 
own imaginings, finding that the 
long dreams of her youth come 
true as she surveyed herself in that 
amorous role she had so coveted. “ 
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“Emma was leaning out of her 
window – where she was often 
to be found, for in the country 
the window takes the place of 
theatres and park parades…” 
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“She had done, she was thinking, with all the treachery and 
the squalor and the numberless desires that had racked her. She 
hated no one now: a twilight  confusion was descending on 
her mind, and of all the noises of the earth Emma could no 
longer hear any but the intermittent  lamenation of that poor soul 
at her side, blurred and tender as the last  echo of a symphony 
dying in the distance.” 
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“Emma felt  a bit lost  in her calculations; there 
was a ringing in her ears as though pieces of gold 
were bursting from their bags and clinking all around 
her on the floor.” 
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credits
Venue

Treseren House
www.treseren.co.uk

Wedding Events: Petite Weddings
www.petiteweddings.co.uk

Photography 
Joey Lamb Photography

www.joeylambphotography.com

Styling
Dekko Magazine (Kyla Prior)

https://issuu.com/dekko.1

Dresses and Accessories
Roamer Rose

www.roamerrose.com

Make up Artist
Penny Pascoe

www.makeupartist-cornwall.co.uk

Hair Stylist
Emilie’s Professional Hair and Makeup

www.emiliesprohaircornwall.co.uk

Additional Styling & Props
Zoe-ann Kettles Bird
#CybelsVintageHome

Flowers
Lafonia Flowers Company

www.lafoniaflowercompany.co.uk

Cake
The Cornish Cakery

www.thecornishcakery.co.uk

Stationary
Vintage Fleur Designs

www.vintagefleurdesigns.com

Models
Victoria Charman & Henry Austwick

Quaotations from 1976 Publication of Madame 
Bovary, Penguin Books Ltd, Middlesex

Credits

http://www.treseren.co.uk
http://www.petiteweddings.co.uk
http://www.joeylambphotography.com
https://issuu.com/dekko.1
http://www.roamerrose.com
http://www.makeupartist-cornwall.co.uk
http://www.emiliesprohaircornwall.co.uk
http://www.lafoniaflowercompany.co.uk
http://www.thecornishcakery.co.uk
http://www.vintagefleurdesigns.com

